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This lesson I will be introducing the 6th grade art students to ceramics vocabulary. I will start this lesson by writing the vocab words on the board and then having the students copy them down on their own sheets of paper. I will have them write down what they think each word is and hand in their ideas. I will then be handing out the actual vocabulary sheet, along with the sheet on the kiln. I will go through those words with students as well as talking about the project we will be starting in their class. I will tell them to place their kiln labeling sheet in their folders for now.

	Common Core/State Standard(s):
National Art Standard: 1- Understanding and applying media, techniques, and processes.
National Art Standard: 2- Using knowledge of structures and functions.
National Art Standard: 3- Choosing and evaluating a range of subject matter, symbols, and ideas.
National Art Standard: 4- Understanding the visual arts in relation to history and cultures.
National Art Standard: 5- Making connections between visual arts and other disciplines.


	Learning Objective(s): 
Students will be able to gain a better understanding for ceramics.
Students will be able to demonstrate their understanding for ceramics by filling in their vocabulary sheets.

	Planning
	Rationale:  Describe how this lesson is developmentally appropriate: 
· Basic understanding of ceramics is needed to master the lesson objectives.
· Learning about ceramics in art is useful to the students to teach them a variety of mediums.
· Basic ceramics vocabulary will be taught during this lesson with assistance from the teacher. 

	
	Pre-Assessment
· The teacher will write out the vocabulary words on the board.
· The teacher will tell the students to get out a scratch sheet of paper and write the vocab words down.
· The students will write what they think each definition is for the vocabulary words.
· The teacher will hand out a vocabulary sheet to each student and tell them to put their names in the top right hand corner.


Assessment 
· The teacher will start with number one on the vocabulary sheet and go through the entire sheet with the students.

Post-Assessment
· The students will go through the entire unit working with all aspects of ceramics, using the vocabulary words given to them.
· The students will then be given a test on the vocabulary words covered in class.

	
	Key Vocabulary:
Ceramics                                    Greenware
Glaze                                           Bisqueware
Pinch Construction                   Glazeware
Coil Construction                      Glostware
Slab Construction                      Raw
Wedging                                     Leatherhard
Cone                                           Slurry
Score
Bisque Firing
Glaze Firing
	Technology needed:
· Students have access to and will be able to use their computers to look up ideas for their projects and gather more information about ceramics

Other required materials:
Pencil
Vocabulary sheets



	
	Accommodations:
· Accommodations that could be made for this lesson for students with disabilities would include giving them a vocabulary sheet that has the definitions as a fill in the blank, so they are able to follow along and fill the words in that are missing. Another accommodation could be giving the students a vocabulary sheet that is completely filled in already with the correct definitions and have them follow along.


	Lesson Plan Implementation
	Lesson Opening: 
· The teacher will tell the students that they are now starting a ceramics unit.
· The teacher will write all the vocabulary words on the board
· The teacher will tell the students to number their paper to 16.
· The teacher will tell the students to write down each vocabulary word and what they think the definition of that word is.
· The teacher will have the students hand in their scratch sheets of paper with their thoughts on the vocabulary words.
· The teacher will then hand out the actual vocabulary sheet to each student.


	
	I Do

	Instructional Input
· The teacher will tell the students to place their name in the upper right hand corner.
· The teacher will tell the students that they will be filling in the vocabulary worksheet with the correct definitions as the teacher reads them off.
· The teacher will tell the students that they will be then tested on these vocabulary terms at the end of the ceramic unit.
· The teacher will ask if there are any questions before they start.


	
	We Do
	Guided Practice
· The teacher will go through each definition with the students, starting with number one.
· The teacher will give the students the correct answer for each of the vocabulary words.
· The teacher will make sure that the students have every vocabulary definition written in.


	
	You Do

	Independent Practice
· The students will need to study these vocabulary words often, in order to pass the test at the end of the unit.


	
	Lesson Closing 
· The teacher will check if there are any questions or any definitions that need to be repeated.
· The teacher will remind the students that they will be tested on these vocabulary words at the end of the ceramic unit.
· The teacher will remind the students to study the vocabulary words they were just given.
· The teacher will tell the students that the next lesson will be a demonstration of what they will do for their projects.
· The teacher will tell the students that after the demonstration they will have time to work with the clay and come up with ideas for their project.


	Analyze
	After you have administered your assessments (formal or informal) for this lesson, analyze the results.
· Due to students testing during the week of this unit, I had split classes for the entire week. Monday and Wednesday I had half of the 6th grade class and Tuesday and Thursday I had the other half of the 6th grade class. We did not have school Friday or Monday due to Easter break. Because of having split class I had to rearrange the way I presented information to the students. Instead of giving the students formal vocabulary and then demonstration, I gave the students a demonstration and then gave them their vocabulary sheets and we filled them in.
· So this lesson took place after the demonstration. I wrote the vocabulary words out on the board and asked them to write down what they thought the definitions were and then turn them in to me. Being they were given a demonstration the class time they were there before, they had then heard the vocabulary words prior to this lesson. The informal assessment was meant to see what the students knew before we started the unit, but doing it this way was also a good test to see what information they retained during the demonstration.
·  Now that the students were already introduced to the ceramics unit a day prior, I was able to see the level of understanding the students had after one lesson using the vocabulary words. The students results of this informal assessment, writing the vocabulary word definitions and then turning them in, showed that after one lesson of just hearing the vocabulary words spoken to them, they were only able to retain a few of the definitions to the vocabulary words. 43% of the students got 6 of the vocabulary words correct out of 16. None of the students received above a 50% on the informal pre-assessment. 
· The vocabulary words that seemed to stick with the students were the words that I repeated multiple times during my demonstration. Such words were the techniques I introduced to them, such as pinch construction, coil construction, and slab construction. As well as wedging, wedging board, and slurry.
· The grade of the informal pre-assessment will not affect the student’s final grade. They will have access to their vocabulary sheets for two weeks to study from before they take their final ceramics test worth 30 points.


	Reflect
	Reflect on your effectiveness as a teacher based on the analysis of students’ performance.
· I was unaware of the testing that the students were going to be having, so I wasn’t at first prepared to have the split classes. It ended up working in my favor, because students were looking for something hands on to release their energy from the testing. Instead of trying to retain information after looking at a computer screen all day, these students were full of energy and excited to be building something out of clay. The planning a ceramics unit during this time was a good idea. If I would have been giving the students the vocabulary, I don’t think the information would have stuck as well. So one thing I feel I did well was planning a ceramics unit during this time frame.
· Another thing that I feel I did well in was giving the students a demonstration of what I expect their projects to be like. I had all the students gather around the table and showed them what they were going to be doing for their project. I was able to show them how to wedge clay, on a wedging board, apply score and slurry to pieces they will be connecting, and show them the three kinds of techniques they were able to choose from for the project. While I was demonstrating I was quizzing the students on what types of techniques I was using as well as the specific things I was doing such as wedging and applying score and slurry. I feel for that reason the students were able to remember those vocabulary words.
· One thing that I would change for this lesson would be to incorporate the procedures into a handout or even show video clips of them. I would type a list of what is expected of them or show them video clips and they would then practice the steps and check them off as they doing them. This way the students would know what is going to be expected of them before they begin the unit. They would know where all materials go, what they need out for the clay, and how clean up needs to go for them as well.
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